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STATE or VERMONT, 
In COUNCIL, 


Arlington, roth Dec. 1779. 


l T H E following Treatife, intitled | 
l Vermont’ s Appealto the Candid | 
and Impartial World, containing, &c. 
being’ read and carefully peruſed, is! 
approved of; and Refolved, that the 
fame be pablithed to the World. 


By Order of the Gain and Corincil, 
_ JOSEPH FAY, Sec'ry. 
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HE reader, doubtlefs will wifh to fee a fair 


ftating of the claims, of Mafachufetts Bay, 
New-Hampfbire, and New-York ; before he enters 
on the important ſubject of the independence of 
Vermont, On the eighth day of October laft pafi, 
his Excellency Governor Chittenden, received by 
expreſs from John Jay Eſq; late Preſident of Con- 
greſs; a copy of an act of Congreſs of the 24th of 
September laft ; informing, that each of faid ftates, 
claimed the ftate of Vermont againſt each other, as 
well as againſt the inhabitants, as appertaining in 
the whole or in part to them reſpectively; together 
with a reſolution of Congreſs, to judge and deter- 
mine the cauſe on the firtt day of February next.--- 
But as tl e inhabitants of this ftate, view themfelves 
intitled with the reft of the world, to chat liberty 
which heaven bequeathed to Adam, and equally to 
all his pofterity : we cannot think it worth out 
while, to ſhew the abſurdities, and claſhing incon- 
ſiſtences, of various grants made by the Briti 
crown, from the time of king James the firft, A. D. 
1606, down to the prefent Era. We do not ex- 
pect to ſtand upon any derived power from an ar- 
bitrary king; we cannot conceive human nature 
fallen ſo low, as to be dependant on a crowned head 
ä ror 
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for liberty to exiſt; we expect to ſtand juftified to 
the world, upon that great principle of reafon, that 
we were created with equal priviledges in the ſcale 
of human beings, among which is that effential right 
of making our own laws; and chufing our own 
form of government ; and that we, nor our fathers, 
have never given up that right to any kingdom, 
colony, province, or ſtate, but-retain it now among 
ourſelves as ſacred as our natural exiſtence. | 

Ax here the reader is defired to obferve, that 
the claims are not ‘for property only, but they 
claim a right to juriſdiction a power of governing 
us as a people, and pretend to have derived that 
right from the Britifh crown: when the crown of 
Great. Britain, never had any right, but the mere 
confent of the people, and of courſe that right died 
when the people aſſumed government. 

Tis very curious to Jee how many. ſhapes, Maf- 
fachufetts Bay, New-Hampfbire, and New-York, are 
able to make his moft facred Majeſty appear in; 
he certainly according to the vulgar notion, much 
exceeds the devil. 

. Wate his adjudications were in their favour he 
had the immutibility. of a God, but when againſt 
them, the defign of a Villain. 

I ux claims of Maffachufetts Bay and New Hamp- 
rire, efpecially at this period of time are very ex- 
traordinary in their nature, and unaccountable up- 
on any other principle, unleſs they think by puting 
in fo many frightful claims, they {care us to fur- 
render to fome one, rather than run our chance of 
being devoured by the whole. It is now upwards 
of forty years, ſince Maffachufetts Bay and New- 
Hamgſb ire, 


— 


Hampſbire, came to a full fettlement of boundaries, 
there had for a long time before, difputes and con- 
troverfies fubfifted, between them: And for fettle- 
ing the fame his Majefty was pleafed, by his order 
in Council, dated the 22d of January 1735, to di- 
rect, that Commiffioners fhould be appointed to 
mark out the dividing line, between the faid pro- 
vinces, and on the oth day of February 1736, a 
commiſſion was accordingly iffued out; with libers 
ty to either party who fhould think themieives ag- 
grieved by the determination of the faid-Commifii- 
oners, to appeal therefrom to his Majefty in Cours 
cil, which faid Commiſſioners did make their report, 
too tedious to infert here. The caufe was appeal- 
ed to his Majeſty in Council, for a final determina- 
tion, and the following is an authentic copy of 
what then paſſed. 
% Anp whereas appeals from the determination 
“ of the faid Commifficners, have been laid be- 
* fore his Majefty by the agents for the reſpec- 
“ tive provinces, of the Maffachufetts. Bay, and 
“© New-Hampfbirey which faid appeals have been 
heard before the Committee of Council for 
hearing appeats frem the plantations, whe after 
te having confidered the whole matter, and heard 
all parties concerned therein, did repert unto 
his Majesty as their opinion, that the northern 
boundary of the ſaid province of the Alefeche- 
ce fetis-Bay, ave and be a ſimilär curve line, pur- 
“ fuing the courfe of Merrimack river, at three 
“© miles diftance on the north ide thereof, begin- 
“ ging at the atlantic ocean, and endiny at a point 
“ due north of a place (in a pian returt ed by the 
P “ faid 
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é 
ee faid commiffioners) called Pantucket falls; and a 
r. ſtrait line drawn from thence due weft croſa the 
* faid river, till it meets with his Majeſty's other 
ec governments; and that the reſt of the commif- 
4 ſioners faid report, or determination, be affirm- 
“ ed by his Maſeſty. Which faid report of the 
committee of council, his Majefty hath been 
% pleafed with the advice of his privy council to 
“ approve, and to declare, adjudge, and order, 
“ that the northern boundary of the faid province. 
“ of the Maffachufetts-Bay, are, and be a fimilar 
eur ve line, purſuing the courfe of Merrimack 
river, at three miles diftance on the north fide 
thereof, beginning at the atlantic, and ending 
at a point due north of a place in the plan re- 
turned by the faid Commiffioners, called Pan- 
fucket falls, and a ſtrait line, drawn from thence 
due weit crofs the Taid river, till it meets with 
his Majefty’s other governments; and to affirm 
the rell of the Commiſſioners report or deter- 
mination, Whereof the governor or comman- 
der in chief of his Majefty’s ſaid provinces for 
the time being, as allo his Majefty’s refpective 
councils and aflemblies thereof, and all others 
whom it may concern are to take notice.” 
“Tus boundary line as then eſtabliſned by his 
‘Majefty in Council, Maffchufitts-Bay did fully 
acquieice in, andéhath now for above forty years 
oblerved it as ſacred. and aéted accordingly. We 
find in the year 1744, William Shirley, Efq; then 
Governor of the province of Maffachufetts-Bays 
complained of New-Hampfhire, to the Duke of 
a ` . ewe 
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New-Gafle, one of his Majefty’s principal Secre- 
taries of State, for neglecting to take poſſeſſion of, 
and to provide for a fort, called Fort Dummer; 
which had been built by the Mafachu/ttts govern- 
ment, about twenty years before, but by the above 
recited line, fell within the limits of New-Hamp/hire, 
in which complaint are thefe words: Not think- 
“ ing ourfelves obliged tq provide for a fort 
ze which no longer belongs tous.” ~ 

Wuics complaint, being laid before the king 
and council on the 6th day of. Sept. 1744; his 
Majefty was pleafed to order, that as faid fort, was - 
within the province of New-Hampflire, they müſt 
fupport and maintain the ſame,; “ or Elis Majeſty 
“ will find himſelf under a neceſſity of reſtoring 
ce that fort, with. a proper diſtrict contiguous 
‘¢ thereto, to the province of the Maſſac huſetis. Bay, 
te who cannot with juſtice be required, to maintain 
se a fort no longer within their boundlaries.“ 

Tus Fort Dummer was feveral miles north of 
Maſſachuſotts line, as then eftablifhed, and weft of 
Connecticut river. All which ſhews that Maſſachuſelis 
Bay ever fince, conceived that line to be their nor- 
thern boundary, and fully agreed to it. So Jateas 
the 3d of October 1767, the commiffaries on the 
part of the Maſſachuſeits. Bay, among which was 
Thomas Hutchinjon their great hiſtorian; dont de ubt 
to treat that line as facred.; they fay in their pro- 
poſals to Ne. Turk, to eftablih a boundary line 
between the two governments in the following 
words, viz. 

e Tar aline beingextended due north from the 
e north corner of the colony of Conccticut, un- 
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«© til it comes to the diſtance of twelve miles from 
“© Hudfan’s River, and another line being extended 
e due weit, upon thé north boundary of the Maffachi- 
cc feits province, according to the fettlement thereof with 
% New-Hamo/bire, until fuch liae comes to the like 
‘© diſtance &c.“ ' 

Waca evidently proves, that there was a fair 
tryal before the king and council, and a boundary 
line eftablithed between Maſſuchuſetis Bay and New- 
Hamploire ; which has ever fince been agreed too, 
and deemed as facred on all fides above forty years, 
and is now the fixed line between the Mfaſſachuſotis 
Bay and Vermont. And for Maffachufetts Bay to 
claim over that line a part of this ſtate, by virtue 
of aright derived from the crown of Great- Britain, 
when by that, they are exprefsly bounded to that 
line; is very furprifing, after their own tacit con- 
ſent fo long. They and all the world, muft ac- 
knowledge, that had we not bravely defended our 
rights againit the Rate of New-York, hut had 
tamely fubmited to that government, AdLifachu/eits 
Bay, would not at this time of day have laid ina 
claim. 

Wr fhall trouble the reader no further with the 
Maffichufetts claim, being perſuaded he muit fee 
the principle on which it ftands, and how frivolous 
ir is in itfely, 

Tru ſtates of America, cannot now judge of the 
propriety and fitaels, by which the crown of Great- 
Britain eſtablihed the various lines on the contie 
nent. This undoubtedly ſhould be obferved as 
an invariable rule; that wherever the parties have 
mutually agreed for a {ucceffion of years, and acted 

accordingly 
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accordingly down to the late revolution, thofe lines, 
and adjudications, ought to be held as unalterable 
and ſacred. . ~ 


* 


Tue claim of Ner-Hampſbire, ſtands on nearly 
the fame principles as the former, every unprejudi- 
ced mind will acknowledge, that after the before- 
mentioned line was eſtabliſned, down to the year 
1764, New-Hampfhire had an exclufive right to all 
this territory. This appears from the before recit 
ed adjudication, and eſpecially in the inftance of 
Fort Dummer; as well as from the various Com- 
miſſions, fent the Governors of New-Hamp/hire, im- 
powering them to ſell and diſpoſe of all this territo- 
ry; in which period of time the inhabitants of Ver- 
mont, purchaſed all the territory they are now in 
actual poſſeſſion of; excepting ſome ſmall rem- 
nants; of the Governor of New. Hampſbire, and gave 
a valuable conſideration to the benefit of the crown. 
After this there ariſing a diſpute reſpecting boun- 
daries ; the government of New-York, by very un- 
fair means, obtained an adjudication in the follow- 


ing words 10 wit. 1 

At the court at &. James the zoth day of 
ie > 
July 1764. Preſent, 


* The Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
“ Lord Steward. J Earl of Hilborough. 
“ Earl of Sandwich. | Mr. Vice Chamberlain, 
« Earl of Halifax. Gilbert Elliot Efq. 
st Earl of Powis. f James Ofwald Eiq. 
Earl of Harcourt, J 


B 66 WHEREAS 
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e Wuerzas there was this day read at the board 
a report. made by the right Honorable the] 
‘ Lords of the Committee of Council for planta-§ 
tion affairs, dated the 17th of this inftant, con- 
ſidering a reprefentation from the Lords Com- 
miffioners for trade and plantations, relative tof 

the difputes that have fome years fubfifted be- 
4 tween the provinces of New. Hanipſoire and New-| 
“© York, concerning the boundary line between 
thofe provinces ; Iis Majefty taking the fame! 

s into confideration, was pleaſed, with the advice 
* of his Privy Council, to approve, of what is 
therein propofed and doth accordingly hereby 

c order and declare, the weftern banks of the ri. 

ver Connecticut, from where it enters the province 

“ of the Maffachu/etts Bay, as far north as the for- 

*¢ ty-fifth degree of northern latitude, to be the 

er boundary line between tie faid two provinces of! 

4e New-Hampfire and New-York. Whereof the 

“ refpective Governors,and Commanders in Chief, 

of his Majefty’s faid provinces, of New- Hamp- | 

s fireand New York, for the time being, and all o- 

„ thers: whom it may concern, are to take notice 

e of his Majęſty's pleafure hereby fignified and 

e govern themfelves accordingly.” . ,; | 
„ men royal mandate, was moſt fully agreed 
too by the province of New. Hamp/bire, and they 
governed themſclves accordingly, down to the late 
revolution; and caſt the people of the Grants, 

now the inhabitants of Fermont, out of their go- 

vernment, and refufed any connection with them, 
publiſhed a proclamation, ordering the faid people 


to conduct accordingly, which they have aes 
y 


ud 
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by their owh valour, under God, have maintained 
their liberties; and now New Hampbire in their fit 
of frenzy, are claiming us back again; like a pée- 
vith child, flings away its play-thing, and then 
roars for it. 

Tur governor of New-Hampfhire wrote ta go- 
vernor Tryon, on the rgth day of October 177 
in thefe words: That he had invariably recom- 
© mended implicit obedience to the laws Cf Ner- 
1 York, and upon all occaſtons pofitively difivaw- 
ee ed any connection with thofe people.” By the 
fame reafon that Neu- Hapſoirs diſavowed any. 
connection with us when in diſtreſs, we now pofi- 
tively difavow any connection with that govern- 
ment, and mean to govern ourfelves accoruingly., 
We could mention many public acts of their le- 
giflature ; one fo late as the 8th day of January 
1772, Viz. 

% Ac a Council held at Poriſnouih by his Excel- 
( lency's ſummons on Thurfday the Sth day 
4e of January, 1772. 

| P R E S EN T, 

His Excellency Feba Wentworth, Efq; Governor, 
ce and 

* Theodore Atkinſon, Daniel Pierce, 

i Daniel Warner George Jelfery, 

* Peter Levius, e Daniel Rozers, 
Jonathan Warner, Peter Gilman, 

Daniel Rindge, e Thomas W. Waldren, 
The premiſes being read, it is confidered, that 
„ by his Majeſty's order in Council zoch Joly 
1764, the weſtern banks of Cox sFises river was 
thea commanded to be tac welt Louads or ehig 
6 700. 
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„province, and that this government has been 
** and is entirely obedient thereto.” Wich fhews 


that New Hamppbire did fully agree to, and acqui- | 
eſce in that royal mandate. We might further 
obferve that the State of New Hampſbire, by the 
writings of their ſupreme legiflature, fince the re. 
volution, have implicitly acknowledged the State 


of Vermont, * and given encouragement to our 
agents, fent there from time to time, that we think | 
it very ungenerous for New-Hamp/bire to claim us 
now, after they have publickly diſavowed any con- 
nection with us more than. fifteen years; and or- 
dered us to govern ourfelves accordingly. That 
an we 


* The reader will here obferve how implicitly they ac: 
knowledged Vermont by the following 3 
Exeter, July 19, 1777. 
“SIR, A 
% J was favoured with yours of the 15th infant yeflerday 


by exprefs, and laid the fame before our General Court who 
are fitting. We had previous there-o deierminid to fend z. 


- tance to your State: They have now determined that a quar- 


ter part of the militia of twelve regiments shall be immediateéiy 
drafted, formed into three battalions, under the cemrnand of 
Brigadier General John Stark, and forthwith fent into your 
State, to oppofe the ravages, and coming forward of the ene - 
my; and orders are now iffuing and will all go ont in a few 
hours to the feveral Colonels for that purpoſe. Dependance 
ig made that they will be fupplied with proviſiom in your 
State, and I am to defire your Convention will fend Tome pro» 
per perſon or perfons to No. 4, by Thurfday next, 1a mee: 
General Stark these, and advife with him relttive to the rout 
and d:ſpc ſi on of our troops, aud to give him fegh information 
as you may then have, relative to the mancevres of the enemy. 

Isa behalf of he Council and Affembly, 

Lam; Sir, your moft ohedient humble Servant, 

MESHECH WEARE, Pref tent. 
Ira Allen, Efq; Secretary of the Siate of Vermont. 
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we fhall forever difmifs the claim of Mafacbufetts: 

Bay and New-Hampjbire, after reminding them, 

that tis very fimilar to the claim the Pretender has 
to the Crown of Great-Britain. And it is more 

probable he will govern the Britifh nation, than 

either of thofe States will Vermont. 

We now pafs on to the old difpute, New-York. 
againtt:- Vermont. In the firſt place we abfolutely _ 
deny, and we believe the candid world will join 
with us, that New-York ever had the leaſt pretend- 
ed right to this territory, before the adjudication 
of the King and Council A. D. 1764; though 
they pretend the Dutch firſt difcovered the con- 
tinent, and took up all the land weft of Connetticut 
river, to Delaware bay. No perſon of fenfe will 
ever believe that, for they were ever conſidered by 
the Englifh as intruders, and no hiſtorian that 
ever wrote, has been able to give any charter of 
the government of New York, or bounds to its ter- 
ritory. * 

Tur 


Sayt Mr. Trumbull an able Hifforian, in u frertiſe upon 
the ancient charters; 5 
Bunt is it not very Arange indeed if there ever were any 
grants made to the Dutch of this country, that they never 
Were obtained, and exhibited in the controverly between the 
Dutch and English, which ſuhfi led for mote than twenty years! 
Equally ſtrange is it alfo, that all the hifforians who have 
waittea concerning them have given no zccount of he country 
which they deſeribed, or of any limits or boundaries whatfoe. 
ver expreſſed in them. The authorities and vouchers which 
have been now recited give abundant evidence, that the Datch 
elim to New-England, or to any part of North America wae 
without any legal foundation : and that their title to any part 
of the cousiivy, was never, at any period, allowed in ingina 
i 


( xv ) 
"Taxy have likewife made much noiſe about a 
grant to Fames Duke of York, afterward King of 
England, but after all they prove too much, for if 
that proves any thing, it will give them a right to 
all the lands weft of Connecticut river, which will 
take a great part of Connecticut and Maffachufetts- Bay, 
and a large tract from the province of Quebec. And 
further it is very evident from what paſſed by the 
King and Council 1744, that the territory of Ver- 
noni was then confidered and. adjudged to be with- 
l in 
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The court of England ever difowned it, and treated them aa 
uſurpers. They were not the firſt difcoverors of the country 
and therefore could not claim it on that footing. They had 
no grant of it, ſpecifying any particular boundaries, firſt or 
Jat, Which any hiftorians have ever Leen able to certify. A 
grant for anexclufive trade on Hudion's river in 1614, anda 
grant to the Vea. India company in 162 1, without any dif- 
oription of the country kranted, without the leaf mention of 
boundaries, is all that their ablefi hifloriane pretend. A grant 
to the Weſt. India company, cbferve, not to any corporation. 
r hady of men, in Næw- Netherlands, or in New- England. 
‘Nay; this, grant was fo far from warranting tlie Dutch te fet- 
tie on the lands at New- Netherlands, now New-York, and, 
exerciſe juriſdictien there, diſtinct from the gcvemment of 
England, that even the States General, who, it is pretended, 
made the grant, diſowned their having cver given orders for 
any thing of this nature. ` 
Fortune, it appears that the Englif ofthe united colo: 
nies, ever confidered the right ofthe Duich, as confined en- 
tirely to the lands which they had purchaſed and fettled, ann 
KOMORE, Ina word, gavermzor Hatchinfon has faid, onthe 
deft ground, tat the fufferin» the Datch to extend fo far as 
Greenwich, 20 miles eaf of Hudicas river, was mere favor 
and indulgence to ti eſe intraders, The Now England pa- 
tents and the deriva ive grants, had a weftern exienfon to the 
ſouth fes, included the whele province of New-York, and 
made an ample conveyance of ai cat pest of it, which had 
not been fettled prior to thom. 
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in the province of New. Hampſbire, for the ad- 
judication was expreſsly. That Fort Dummer 
“& was within the province of New. Hampſbire.“ 
And Fort Dummer was welt of Connecticut river, 
and moſt clearly within the territory of Vermont, 
now claimed by New-York, Hence we fay that the 
territory of Vermont, never did belong tothe Dutch, 
and was never confidered as appertaining to New- 
York government before the royal mandate pafled 
in 1764 ; on the other hand they could not claim 
by any authority but a few miles eaſt of Hudſon's 
river. 

Anp thus Rood the cafe on the 20th day of Ju- 
ly 1764: New-Hampjoire relinquifhed all their 
claim to this territory, and New-York obtained a 
royal command affixing it to theit government, over 
which before they could not have the leait pre- 
tended right. 

Asp upon this point turns the whole difpute; 
between New York and Vermont, without going ons 
flep back from the year 1764; either that roya: 
mandate, is abſolutely unavoidable in it's nature, 
and binds all beings within it's limits equal to the 
moral law. Or if itis voidable undoubtedly Fer- 
wont is intitled to freedom and independence. For 
never, no never did a people take more pains to 
avoid the operation of an oppreſſive act, than the 
people of Vermont have done. Our greateft eze- 
mies cannot fay we ever affociated with the govern- 
ment of New-York, or ever admited their juriſdicti- 
on further than compelled by force, But on the 
contrary, we have ever fince 1764, oppoſed them 
with.all our might aad ſtrength even to eau 

: HE 
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Fux caufe muft then ſtand upon theſe two points, 


in the view of every unprejudieed mind, firſt had 
King George the III on the 20th of July 1764, any 
right to grant the fee of the land, now called the 
ſtate of Vermont, to the government of New-York ? 
and fecondly had the. King of Great-Britain, ever a 
right by his royal mandate to abridge the Americans 
of that great privilege, of making their own laws, 
and chuſing their own form of government 7 
To the firt we anſwer, that ’twas always a max. 
im in the Englih nation, that the King is 
not above law and that“ The law cannot 
do wrong.” Now, as we had before purchaſed 


this territory, and given a valuable conſideration 


to the Governor of New-Hampfpire, who was au- 
thoriſed by the king of Great- Britain to fell it, and 
acted as an agent under him when he gave grants 


‘of this very territory. T was the fame, and as 


binding on his Majeſty, in the eye of all law and 
reaſon, as if the king had ſold it himſelf. If then 
che king had once ſold this territory, and taken a 
valuable conſideration, had he any right the ſe- 
cond time to convey it away ? and if he. could the 
ſecond time, might he not as well twenty or a hun- 
dred, and {o on ad infinitum ? and conſequently 
there could be no fecurity from a king. The 


voice of reafon and common fenfe,tell us, that he 


could not convey it away but once, and as we had 
before purchafed it, ’twas out of the king's power 
to convey it to New Yori, therefore that royal 
mandate which New Yok obtained A D. 1704, 
was null. and void in itſelf, as conveying any fee 

of the land, j 
To the fecond queftion we anfwer as every true 
American 


e 
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* 


American whig ought to 
Hor any other beings, under God, that have a 
Bight to abridge mankind of their natural liber- 
ties without their confent. What right ever had 
King George delegated to him to frame govern - 


good a right on the 20th of July 1764, to have 


pof New. York, as he had the people of Vermont. 
For if he cauld abridge twenty thouſand, he ould 


fone hundred. thoufand, and equally three millions 
i “ 


now no right to refit, but ought to ſubmit to all 
ithe uſurpations of the Britiſh crown. 

So that view that royal command in what hight 
foever, as either granting the fee of the land, or the 
right of jari{aition ; it can be of no validity lon- 
ger than a George tands with an iron rod of tyran- 
ny to ſupport it; but is now as dead, as all other 

of bis .arbritrary acts, committed heretofore in A. 
merica, againſt the peace and dignity of human 
nature. Will any one pretend to fay that his ro- 
yal mandate reſpecting the Quebec bill is now to be 
obferved as facred? Certainly not. And yet the 


The truth is, thofe ſovereign acts of oppreſſion 
and tyranny, went-out, and died, when the king 
in the declaration of independence, was removed 
to his Britannic regions of deſpair; and they who 
now feek to revive them; are as great enemies to 
the civil liberties of mankind as George III. 

2 C THENCE 


g 


do, that tis not a king, 


nent for us, and to- bind us in all cafes hatſo- 
ver? None; he had in the nature of things as 


Bubjected ‘the Angels of God, to the government 


fof their liberties. . And if Vermont had not a 
right to refit that act of oppreſſion, America has 


Quebec bill much exceeds in point of authority. 


Ed 
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Hewes then we are imbolden to fay that Vermont 
muſt live over the claims of all her enemies, Maf- 
Jashufetts-Bay, and New-Hampjfbire, by their derelic- 
tion, or utter forfaking, have loft all their pretend- 
ed right; or in the words of the Mo/aie Law they 
have given Vermont a bill of divorce, and have fent 
her away, and now fhe may not in any wife return 
to them again. 

Anp let New-York, ground their claim upon 
what principle they pleafe, when reduced to a ſcale 
of reafon, it muſt like felf-righteoufnefs fail, and 
leave New-York without hope. 

Tuus we have briefly ftated the controverſy to 
the world, we now proceed to treat of the indepen- 
dence of Vermont. 


VER- 


VERMONT's APPEAL, &c. 


E R E it poſſible for rational men, to enter- 
V tain ſo mean an idea of the Great Author of 
our exiſtence, as to believe he intended a 
part of the human race, ſhould hold an abſolute 
unbounded power over others, deſtined by his So- 
veriegn will and pleafure, to wear outa fervile life, as 
vaſſals and tenants, to cruel lords and matfters ; in 
that cafe Vermont might demand of New-York, and 
all others who pretend to that power; fome evi- 
dence of their having fuch a dreadful commiffion 
from Heaven ; for condemned criminals, are not 
obliged to fubmit to the awful fentance till the ex- 
ecutioner has fhewn his warrant. 

But reaſon and common fenfe, muft convince 
all thofe who reflect upon the ſubject one moment, 
that all the claims made to this State, are found- 
ed on principles of the greateit injuftice, cruelty 
and oppreffion, fubverfive of the rights of man- 
kind, tending to deftroy thofe great revolution 
principles upon which the United States are built 
up, and do in the end point an infult to the divine 
author of our exiſtence. They need only a can- 
did ſtating to receive a compleat refutation, for 
with as great propriety in the fitneſs of things might 
Vernunt claim the territory of New-York, and de- 

mand 


e 
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mand their right to independence, as New York, can 
Vermont's, In which cafe we make bold to fay, 
Vermont would get no other anfwer, than Britain has| 
frequently got from the mouths of cannon in afk.| 
ing the fame queſtion. Yet knowing to what 
violent refentment, and incurable animofities,| 
civil difcords are apt to exafperate, and inflame] 
the contending parties; we think ourfelves re- 
* quired by indiſpenſable obligations to Almighty’ 
“ God, to our fellow ‘countrymen, and to our. 
ce felves, immediately to ufe all the means in curl 
“ power“ not incompatible with our independence, 
for ſtoping the effufion of human blood, and to 
make known to the impartial world the juſtice off 
our cauſe. - - A 
Hur before we enter there upon, muft beg leave; 
to inform the world, of the unfair means that havel 
been ufed to deprive Vermont of her unalinable and; 
ineftimable rights. For the truth of which, we! 
can appeal to many worthy characters, and to the 
auguſt council of Congreſs, whether New- Yok, has 
not in the darkeſt hours of the prefent conflict hl 


.. Great. Britain, when our united wifdom and ſtrengeh, 
were requifit to oppofe the common enemy; made 
the greateſt ſtruggles at Congrefs, ard even by; 
threats, has attempted to obtain a decree experte; 
againft the State of Vermont from no other view | 
but becaufe fhe thought her own political impor- 
tance in the feale of America was vailly fuperior to}! 
that of Vermont's; and that Congrefs would ratl er 
cruſh Vermont than loofe the friendfhip of Neu- 
York ; when not only New-York, but every perſon, 
that has taken the leaft pains to inform himfeli, 

COWS 
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knows that they never had any other right of juriſ- 
diction over the territory of Vermont, but what they 
‘obtained by their own wicked craft and Britis ty- 
ranny; and that the inhabitants of Vermont as 2 
People, have never, ſubmitted to the juriſdiction of 
“New-York, no not from the very earlieſt period. 
For the proof of which we can now appeal, to the 
marks on the backs, of their then civil Magiſtrates 
(if any there be who have not joined the common 
enemy) who came from time to time, to execute 
crue] laws, ſuch that the Satarp of an eaſtern Defpot 
would bluſh at; made on purpoſe to ruin the inha- 
bitants of Vermont, which will be an eternal dif- 
grace to the records of New-York ſo long as it has a 
political exiſtence; for particulars of which the 
reader is refered to General Allens “© brief nari ative 
f the proceedings of the government of New-York.” 
Eur finding Congreſs poſſeſſed of too much wiſ- 
dom and integrity to carry their vile purpoſes in- 
to execution, they have left no ftone unturned, 
whereby they might ruin Vermont, And to gain 
their point, to the great detriment of the United 
States, have imbraced, and nouriſhed in the bowels 
ef this State, ſworn enemies to the liberties of 
America, and endeavoured to fcreen them from 
contributing their might, toward the falvation of 
their country in times of the greateft danger; and 
that too, when called upon by officers under com- 
miffions from the American Congreſs; for no other 
reafon, but becaufe thoſe perſuns were avowed ene- 
mies to Vermont. 
Tusy have fecretly confered commiſſions on the 
fculking neutrals, wholeavingto others the = 
an 
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and burden of the day, have uſed all their diaboli- 
cal ſchemes, to dif-hearten and divide the freeborn 
fons of Vermont. : 
HEY have received private perfons, ſtealing a- 

way from this ſtate, into their legiſlature, under 
_ pretence of their being reprefentatives from certain 
towns, contrary to the very letter; and ſpirit of their 
own conſtitution. 

In a word, they have tryed all means in their 
power, to extirpate and diſtroy the State of Vermont ; 
altho we have in all our public writings aſſured 
New. York of our readineſs to fettle all controver- 
fies ; reſpecting lands in difpute, in fome equitable 
way, when the great cauſe of America would per- 
mit, 

AND now diffident of our own opinion, we leave 
the candid world to determine, how far New-York 
might have their own influence in view, by ſtre- 
nuoufly urging, and inſiſting, that Congrefs fhould 
determine {uch an important cauſe, at a period of 
‘time, when they think their State from many cir- 
cumſtances, is become the great key of the contis 
nent and to affront them muſt be very detrimen- 
tal to the confederacy ; but let New-York remem- 
ber, that we have a northern as well as they a 
fouthern key, and are determined to maintain and 
fupport our independence and freedom, or take re- 
fuge in that bleſſed State; where the final and great 
are, and the fervant is free from bis mafter. 

Tue independence of Vermont, will be argued 
under the following heads, viz. 7 

I. The right the State of Vermont has to inde- 
pendence, 

Her 
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II. Her intereft and advantage in being inde- 
pendant. oe 

III. The neceffity the is under of fupporting 
her independence. ie 

III The advantage that has and will accrue. 
to the other States of America from the indépenden- 
cy of Vermont. e 

Unoper the firt of theſe heads, we can fup- 
port the right the State of Vermont has to inde- 
pendence, upon the fame ſcale of reafon, that all 
kingdoms and States maintain theirs. In a ftate 
of nature man knows no ruler, every. one (under 
God) is his own legiflator, judge, and avenger, and 
abfolute lord of his property. Had man continu- 
ed, pure and holy through time, as he came from 
his Creator at firft, there would doubtleſs have 
been no need of government; his wants would 
naturally have created fociety, but wickedneſs 
would never have produced government. Obey- 
ing the dictates of a pure conicience, man would 
have needed no other law-giver ; and Juriſdiction 
that neceſſary evil at beſt would never had it’s 
name. But conſcience, nature’s great foundation 
of legiflation, being corrupted by the introduction 
of fin ; neceffity abſolutely required man to be un- 
der iome further regulation, than the mere impulſe 
of a depraved conſcience; which we find foon after 
the fall, excited the perpetration of moft horrid 
crimes in the children of difobedience , and would 
fill the world, with the greateft horror and mifery 
unleſs reſtrained. From hence government took it's 
rife, to prevent and punifh wickedneſs, or in other 
words, negatively, to promote the happineſs of ſo- 
ciety by reſtraining vice. From 
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From whence it moft evidently follows, that the ; 
very end and defign'of government, is fecurity of 
life, liberty, and property, to every, member of ſa- 
ciety ; and the form that bet anſwers chat, end, 
is of all others the moft preferable. _, mop ye 

Tue human race being in the order, of creation 
all equal, that there is neither high or low, rich or 
poor, bond or free, for they are all one; until that equa- 
lity be deſtroyed by fome ſubſequent circumſtance, 
they are, all intitled to equal pivileges of faciety.; . 
and have each one a facred indefeſible, right, to 
choofe that form of government, that fhall beſt ſe- 
cure, life, liberty, and property. ; 

OR to give a more clear reprefentation of ihe 
cafe, let us ſuppoſe a number of perſons to move and. 
fettle within the polar circle, unconnected with any . 
other part of the. world. At their. firſt artival, they 
would form into ſociety; and while, each oné re- 
mained. ſtrictly honeſt, and juſt; they would need 
no further regulations; their views would be the 
reciprocal good of each other. But fo ſoon as 
vice, that pett of fociety, began to creep in among 
them, they would then fnd the neceflity, of efta- 
blithing ſome form of government, to make each 
other hogeſt: In framing of which, every „perfon 
ought to have an equal hare, ia the legiſlative, jue » 
dicial, and vindictive powers; and would have. an 
indiſputable right, to adopt fuch a mode of go 
vernment, as to them mould feem bet, and ought . 
to enjoy the benefits thereof, unmalefted, equal with ° 
any other kingdom, ar State under. Heave 3 and. 
for any foreign power, to exerciſe jurifdiction, and 
enforce laws upon that people; would be the ef- 
fence Gf tyranny. l WI LI. 
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. We're fuppole Rill further, that ds foon as our 
pew emigrants, are formed intoa ſtate of fociety, - 
before they have eftablifhed any form of governs . 
ment, an raſtern monarch, ſhould. pafs that way 
with a large hoſt of the dogs of war and fons of ty- 
anny the diſgrace of human nature, and difcover 
his little honeſt feeble band, whereupon he fhould . 
ake a formal declaration ‘* that he had full power 
and authority, to make laws and ſtatutes, of ſuf . 
c ficient validity, to bind this fociety in all cafes 
t whatiaever.”” And mould order and decree chat . 
hefe new ſettlers in the wilderneſs, fhould be r 
bridged of all their natural rights, and be boundto 
few-York, and fubiected to the laws, ordinances 
Ind jurifdiction of the fame, upon pain of. having . 
fis. dogs of war letloofe to deſtroy them. And. 
Potwitaftanding. frequent petitions, remonſtrances, 
aod afferting their juft: rights, were neverthelefs 
Jompeiled to remain in this condition, for ten long 
Bears ; at which period of time, they arrive to that 
egtee of ſtrengtn, with the aſſiſtance of fome ho- 
eft neighbours, that they rife and cut in too that 
Bower, which was of fafficient validity, to bind thim 
all cages whatfoever, and thereby get loofe from 
he cords of bondage. We afk in the name of 
alon ; whether the world ought to aif in fplice~ 
hg that power, to bind them again to New York ; 
r whether they ought not in equity, and the eter. 
pal rules of right, immediately to be put in full 
oſſrſſion of that ineitimable privilege, which they 
ave fo long been unjuftly deprived of, hat of mał- 
ne their eum laws, ard choofing their own form of go. 
ernment. | a 
: D SIMILAR 
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Sittinar is the State of Vernon; whofe inhabi 
tants, at the expence of their fortunes, and hazard 
of their lives, without the leaſt charge to any Colo 
ny} Province, or State, from which they removed, 
by hard labour and an unconquerable fpirit, they: 
have procured ſettlements, in the wilderneſs of Ver. 
mont; have faced death and danger; undergone un- 
ſpeakable hardſhips, in perils by ſavages, in perils: 
by wild beaſts of prey, in cold, in nakednefs, in 
hunger, and in want. But above all have they 
Juffered, from the cruelty of Great. Byitain and her 
emiſſaries. Nevertheleſs, from the firſt day of their 
eiſtering into faid-wildernefs, they never adopted, 
or choofe any kind of government, any further than 
compelled-by the murdering (word, nor did they e- 
vér form into a State of fociety, with any other Co. 
lony, Province, or State, but kept a well regulated 
affociation among themſelves, for the protection of 
life, and property, until the r4thof January 1777, 
when by the united voice of the people, they declar- 
ed themſelves a free and independant State. For 

- tite truth of thefe things we can appeal to many 
undeniable facts; fo late as March 1774, previous 
to the battle of Lexington, the judges of New-York, 
were led in fetters of iron, within the gates of their! 
own city; for theding innocent blood at Wefainfter, 
ia murderoufly attempting to enforce the laws of, 
that province, upon the people of Vermont. And 
as the territory of Vermont did not originally apper. 
tain to New-York, and ſeeing the inhabitants did 
never aſſociate with that province; it is manifeſt they 
have as good a natural right to independence, t 
niake and execute their own laws, as any body 
people on this continent. Agai 
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‘Acain, the State of Vermont has an undouhted 
right to independeace, from the ſituation and ex- 
tent of it's territory. 

As we have before ſhewn, the government that 

beft anſwers the ends of fociety, is of all others the 
moft preferable, being inſtituted to · promote hape 
Pineſs, and not incréafe miſery: Now whenever 
„government fails in anſwering the end of it’s inſti- 
‘tution ; or in other words creates more evils than 
it prevents, it becomes a burden, and ought in the 
courſe of things to be diſmiſſed; hence it is, that 
when the reaſon of parental government ceafes, the 
government of courfe ceafes. And by the fame 
‘reafon that the other American States have -aflumed 
government; Vermont is of age to act for herſelf. 
And to ſuppoſe the territory of Vermont, which is 
160 miles in length, and 60 miles in breadth ; wih 
near thirty thouſand fouls, at this time-of, day, af- 
‘ter 3 years independence, under as good regulati- 
“on, and code of laws as any State on the continent; 
‘ought to be · affixed to. the government of New- 
Tork ; whofe morals, manners, and .intereft’s are 
diametrically oppofite ; is as abſurd, as to ſuppoſe 
‘the American States, ought to be reaffixed to Greai- 
Britain. Add further, that if Vermont was affixed 
to the juriſdiction of New-York, many individuals 
muſt travel 400 miles to the ſeat of government; 
which would fender it an intolerable burden, and 
“pervert the very ends for which government was 
inſtituted. l i 
Acain, we might obferve, that Great. Britain, 


previous to the declaration of independence, had. 


‘made a difting government of this territory, and 
 thad.gtanted.a commiffion accordingly. 
e Bor 
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But as matters ave now fituate, Fermont cannot 
Sbtain a copy of thuſe writingas. 


* 


‘Anp that may be one great reafon why New. 

| York, has wearied Congrels to obtain an immediate 
decifive: adjudication, before that evidence can pof: 

: Sibly. be obrained, leaſt otherwife they fhould be 
ſeif condemned upon their own ſtating. * 
o AGAIN, the State of Vermont has merited an in- 
‘difputable right · to independence, in. che eſteem of 
every true · whig; by her. brave and noble con- 
Audt, in the gloomy ſtruggle of. America with Grea? 
‘Britain, Fit. in America were the Green Moun: 
rin Boys, (ta their immortal honor he it written) 
‘that commenced an offenfive war againit Britiſh 
tyranny: Under every difadvantage in being a 
frontier, they neverthelefs with their lives in their 
‘hands, took Ticonderoga, and: other important gar- 
riſons in the north:; 0 early that New-York, as a 
: government, was conſidered as. a dead weight in 
„the continental ſcale. And like men determined 
to obtain liberty or death, they purſueck the war 
into Cuada; there they fought,, blead and died, 
not counting their lives dear, that they might ob- 
- tain the prize at the race end. Many heroes can 
* Fermont boaſt in the territory of Canada, who fell 
Fighting in the glorious. cænſe of American liberty. 
: and freedom, Let thé hrave immortal Gases, 
and deathleſs Stark, tell poſterity, that in the year, 
277, aſſiſted by the militia of the State of Vermont, 
they humbled the long boatted pride of Greal- 

~ Britain, and brought the towering General Bur- 
gov, with his choſen legions, to alk mercy at 

+ their tect, Ina word, Vermoxt, by her blood and 
‘soe ae eG treaſure, 


Wee tot 
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treafure, at the point of che word, has fairly me- 


* 


‘rited liberty ; and by the eternal rule of reafon, has 
a right to independence, from every conſideration; 


he has received it from God, as being created with 


equal liberties in the ſcale of human beings; from 
nature in the formation òf her territory; and from 
her own victorious ſtruggles with Great-Britain, 
II. Tue intereſt KN of the State of 
Vermont in being independant is very certain. This 
territory has been one continued ſcene of legiſla- 
tive. confufion, and contention, fince the royal 
mandate paſſed A. D. 1764, till: the late revolu- 
tion, which gave Vermont an opportunity to take 
the ſtaff of government into her own hands. And 
this conténtion, being unavoidably founded in tlie 
natural oppofition of intérefts, between the State of 


Mew) Tork, and that of Vermont; that were rhey to 


be under one and the fame juriſdiction, twould 
render the whole State an eternal theatre of con- 
tention, bloodſhed and miſery. That taking eve- 
ry circumftancé into confideration, the greatneſs 
and fituation of its territory; the ftrength to 


which it has already arifen, with the rapid pro- 


prefs of its future ſertlement; the difference of the 
‘morals, and manhers of its inhabitants from thofe 


of New-York ; the clashing intereſts, together with 


that bitter jealoufy, not to fay hatred that would 
forever exift, were they to be affixt to New. York, 
muſt oblige every impartial man to- fay that it 
would be greatly for the intereſt of Vermont to be 

independent. 
III. Vermonr is under a neceifity of fupport- 
ing her independence. Freedom is the gift of the 
l i beneficent 


r 
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beneficent Creator, to all his ſubjects: Slavery 
only appettains to the devil and his followers: 
All rational beings have a right to expect, that 
‘from their natural parents which God bequeathed 
to them, and left in truſt to be handed down un- 
„ impaired, to the daft child to be born of the hu- 
man race. i SERA 
Tue State of Vermont, we have now clearly 
ſhewn, has a natural right to independence; ho- 
nor, juſtice and humanity forbid us tamely to fur- 
render that freedom which our innocent poſterity 
have a right to demand and receive from their 
anceſtors. Full well may they hereafter rife up 
gn judgment againit us, If, like profane Fafau, we 
mortgage away their birth rights, and leave them 
at the expence of their lives, to obtain freedom. 
The righteous blood, already ſpilt in Wefminfer ` 
court-houle, calls fouder than thunder for an ever. 
dafting feparation from New-York. 

Furtser, the State of Vermont, is under an 
abfolute neceſſity of ſupporting her independence, 
or incurring, as a people, the greateft guile in the 
eye of heaven. They havedeclared to the world 
that they are, and of right ought to be, a free in- 
dependant State; have appointed officers civil and 

anilitary, who have difcharged their various be- 

truſtments, puniſhed offenders, ratified and diifol- 

ved the moft ſulemn contracts in nature, joined 
man and wife, have in ſome inſtances granted bills 
of divorce, ſtrictiy forbidding the parties ever to 
cohabit together, have pronounced ſentence of 

death, when twelve men of the vicinage, under the 
„path of God have declared life was forfeited red 
sa s t e 
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tte law of the land, and have iffued a’ warrant to 
take away the fame; that fhould they now’give 
up independence, and thereby confeſs they had no 
right to, form government; they would acknow- 
ledge themſelves guilty, of the crying: fins of mur- 
der, adultery,” fornication, robbery, &c. and de- 
ferving of that curſe pronounced by God on thoſe 
who part man and wife. ; 
Acain, we arè under a neceſſity of ſupporting 
our independence, arifing from our plighted faith 
to individuals. Upon the declaration of indepen- 
dence of the State of Vermont, many perſons of 
fortune, admiring its conſtitution, ſold all that. 
they had in neighbouring ſtates, moved in and: 


. purchafed large intereſts of the government,, laid 


out all their effects, taking the pligtited faith of 


: the freemen of the State of Vermont for their ſecu- 


rity; and now to give up our independence, 
would. be deftroying all their fecurity, and reduc- 
ing them by our perfidy, from a ſtate of affluence, 
to a wretched condition of beggary.and want; that, 
could it be pofible, every virtuous perfon would: 
ſtigmatize the inhabitants of Vermont to the lateſt 
ſterity. 
- HII. We are now to point out the advantage 
that has and will accrue to the other States of Ame. 
rica from the independence of Vermont. 

Our NO a few , whom New-York, by 
their bribery, and corruption, have prevented from: 
doing much in the common cauſe; we venture to 
aſſert that no one of the fourteen ſtates now at war 
wich Great-Britain, according to their numbers, 
have done more for che intereſt of the whole, than 

Vermont, 
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Vermont. During the firit ſtages of the war, nos 
one State, excepting Connecticut, (a free governa 
ment) excelled the Green Mountain Boys for- vi- 
gor, fpirit and réfolution. We will appeal to 
thofe Generals who have had the northern com- 
mand, whether by applying to the Governor and 
Council of Vermont, in times of the moſt preſſing 
danger, they did not receive much ſpeedier, and as. 
effectual help as by applying to New-York. That 
all the world muft confeſs who have had the leaſt 
Knowledge of the war in the northern diſtrict, that: 
the State of Vermont, has been of great advantage 
to Anericd, and much more fo than if that territo» 
ry had belonged to any other State. TE 
» AGAIN, many advantages muft hereafter acrue 
to the other States of America, from the indepen-- 
dency of Vermont; for we cannot expect thofe 
States who are ambitiouſly graſping at territories’ 
to which they have not tke leaft ſnadow of right, 
will ofe the wealth arifing therefrom to any better 
purpofe shan to opprefs their lefs wealthy and kf 
powerful neighbors. It never will be for the in- 
tereft of the United States, to have fonie great, 
overgrown, unwieldy States. New-York is now. 
large enough ; and ’tis very probable that if New- 
Yark fhould obtain this territory, and the Green 
Mountain Boys ſubmit to their ariſtocratical form. 
of government; fhe would in time, by the fame 
fpirit, over run and tuin many of the United States. 


VER. 
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VERMONT'S APPEAL 


To the General Cow Gr asi of the United States, ` 


PM AL LED upon as we are to addreſs your 

AA honorable board, on matters of the lat im- 
portance to the State of Vermont; and protiy to 
the thitteea United States, over which you: prefide. 
We wilh moft éarneftly to perform this office, with 
the utmoft. decency, reverence, and reſpect; truſt- 
ing, that fhould neéefficy, which knows no law on 
fo uncommon an, occafion, oblige us to deviate 
from that delicate line of honor obſerued by court, 
your candour, will impyte it to a juft attention, 
due ta our own preſervation, againſt thole artful. 
and defigning States, who abuſe yqur confidence 
and authority, for the purpoſe of effecting qur de- 
ſtzaction ; rather than diſteſpect to your auguſt 


& 
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yo 
Wx glory in being allied to your goverment, in 
being connected by the ſtrongeſt ties of nature, 
ratitude, and friendſhip, to thoſe illuftrious per- 
onages, who by their valour and wiſdom, have 
egtricated America from ruin, and by fecuring hap- 
pinefs to others, have erected the moſt noble and 
vrable monuments to their own fame. We fo- 
lemnly aſſure you, that we moft ardently with a, 
‘ permanent union and confederation, might be eſ. 
tabliQjed between this and the United States, upon 
fo firm a bafis, as to tranſmit its bleſſings to pol . 
terity pninterupted by any future diſſentions. Un- 
der a full expectation, of reaping equal bleffings 
at the end of the conflict with Great- Britain; the 
2 inhabitants 
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inhabitants of this State have ever ſtood forth with: 
their lives, and fortunes, to aſſert and maintain the 
rights and intereſts of America. ; 

Bur to our unfpeakable grief, we find neigh- 
bouring States, ufurping a more tyrannic power, 
if it were poffible, than ever Great-Britain graſped 
after, wallowing in luxury, and wanting provinces.: 
to-drain of wealth, like the debauched Romans, 
to defray their extravigances, are uſing the wifdom- 
of-ferpents, and the intrigue of courtiers, tomake 
the inhabitants of Vermont, dupes, and flaves, to 
their unbounded luſt of domination and prey. 

Ax to our great aftonifhment, we find fome fo 
baſe, as to be willing their countrymen fhould be 
made tributary to fuch birds of prey; if they might 
have a ſmall pittance for gathering the tax, even 

on condition it were demanded at the point of the 
bayonet. 5 N ; 

Tux petty tyrants of every country, always wifh 
to have the people dependant on fuch a power, for 
under colour of authority from that power,: they 
can carry on their oppreſſions, vexations, and de- 
predations, and ſin . without controul. 

Thur could any thing add to our grief and fur- 
piiſe; it muſt be to find your act of the 24th of 
September laſt, containing the following Reſoluti 
one, viz. . 

% ResoLved unanimouſly, That it be, and here- 
t: by is moil earneſtly recommended, to the States 
vc, Of New. Hampſſire, Maſſacbuſetis. Bay, and New- 
ce York, forthwith to pais laws, exprefsly authoriſ- 
< ing Congreſs, to hear and determine all diffe- 
4. rences between them, relative to their refpective 

a gea -boundaries 


„ 
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‘© boundaries, in the mode prefcribed by the arti- 
cles of confederation; fo that Congrefs may 
s proceed therein by the firit day of February 
- next at furtheſt. T ies 
„ And further, That the faid States of Neu- 
a Hampfhire, Maffachufetts-Bay, and New York, do 
© by exprefs laws for the purpoſe, refer to the 
‘© deciſion of Congrefs, all differences and difputes 
« relative to juriſdiction, which they may reſpæct- 
ce ively have with the diſlrict aforeſaid; fo that 
e Congrefs may proceed thereon, on the faid fit 
« day of February next. Bay Oe a 
% Resotvep unanimoufly, That it be, and 
“ hereby is recommended to the States of Ne- 
„ Hampfire, Maffachufetis-Bay, and New:Yirk, to 
% authoriſe Cungrefs, to proceed to hear and deter- 
“ mine, all diſputes ſubſiſting, between · the gran- 
“ tees of the feveral States aforefaid, with one. 
“ nother, or with either of the faid States, reſ- 
s pecting title to lands lying in the faid diſtrict, 
“ to be heard and determined by Commiſſioners 
** or Judges to be appointed in the mode preſcri- 
© bed by the ninth article of the confederation a- 
s foreſaid, ; , 
And further to provide, that no advantage 
** be taken of the non-performance of the condi- 
“ tion of any of the grants of the ſaid lands; but 
“ that further reafonable time be allowed for fut- 
© filling fuch condition. 
* RESOLVED unanimouſly, that Congrefs will 
and hereby do pledge their faith, to carry into 
* execution, and fupport their decifions and de. 
* terminations in the premifes, in favour of which. 
; £t foever 


om 
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5 foeyer of the parties the fame may be to the end 
c that permanent concord, and harmony may be 
© eftablithed between them, and all caufe of un- 
c eaſineſs removed. : ö : 

*¢ Resorvep unanimoufly, that Congrefs will 


eon the ſid firit day of February next, proceed 


. without delay, to hear and examine into the dif: 


% putes ahd differences relative to juriſdiction i. 


a 


* forefaid, between the faid three States refpective. 
“ely, or fuch of rhem xs ſhall pafs the laws before 
mentioned on the one part, and the people of 
& the diſtrict · aforeſuid, who claim to be a feparate 
4 juriſdiction on the other, and after a full and 
S* fair hearing, will decide and determine the fame 
according to equity; and that neither of the 
4 faid-Svates, fhall vote on any queſtion relative 
to thé decifion thereof; And Congrefs do here» 
% by'pledge their faith, ta execute and ſupport 
4e their deaifions and determinations in the pre: 
e miſes .., F 
e And whereas it is eſſential to the intereſt of. 
„% the whole: confederacy, that all inteſtine diffen; 
< tions, be carefully avoided; and domeflic peace 
and: good order maintained. e 
4 RESOLVED unanimoufly, That it is the duty 
“ of the people of the diſtrict aforefaid, who deny 
* the juriſdiction of all‘the aforenamed States, to 
% abftain in the mean time, from exercifing any 
4% power over any of the inhabitants of the faid 
e diſtrict, who profefs themſelves to be citizens of, 
* or to owe ullepiance to any or either of che faid 
4e States; but that none of the towns, either an the 
“ eat or wet fide of Conneficut river, be coni- 
, k pea, „ „ 0 dered 
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dered as included within the faid diftri&, byt 


ſuch as have heretofore actually joined in de- 
t nying the juriſdiction of either of faid States, 


and have alumed à feparate Arent which 
they call the State of VERMONT. 
« And further, That in the opinion of Con- 

refs, the faid three States aforenamed, ought 
in the mean time to ſuſpend executing their 
laws over any of the inhabitants of the faid dif- 
trict; except fuch of them as fhall profefs al- 
legiance to, and confefs the juriſdiction of the 


€ fame reſpectively. And further that Congrefs 


will confider, any violence committed againſt 
the fendt, true intent, and meaning of this re- 
ſolution, as a breach of the peace of the confe- 
deracy, which they are determined to keep 
and maintain. And to the end that all ſuch 
violences and breaches of the public peace 
may be the better avoided in the faid diſtrict, 
it is hereby recommended to all the inhabitants 
thereof, to cultivate harmony and concord a- 
mong themfelves, to forbear vexing each other 
at law, or otherwiſe, and to give as little oc- 
cafion as poffible to the interpofition of magif- 
trates, 

“s Resorven unanimoufly, That in the opini- 


. onof Congreſs, no unapropriated lands or eſtates, 


which are or may be adjudged forfeited or con- 

fiſcated lying in the ſaid diſtrict, ought until the 

final deciſion of Congreſs in the premiſes to be 

granted or fold, ` 

Ordered, that copies of the aforepoing refo- 

lution, be fent by expref;to the States of New- 
2. “ York, 


= 


* 
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we, York, New- Hampſbire, and Maffachufetts. Bay, and 


* tò the:people of the diſtrict aforefaid; and that 
ce they be reſpectively deſired to loofe no time in 
< appointing their agent or agents and otherwile 
*«¢ preparing for the hearing aforeſaid. 

e The aforefaid. refolutions bheing read over 
< anda queſtion taken to agree to the whole. 
ec. Resor¥ep ünanimouſly in the affirmative. , 

„ Extra from the Minute, >, 
„ CHARLES THOMSON, Sec'ry.“, 
As Assericans, as freemen, or as men of com- 
mon fenfe; we cannot view ourfelves holden, in 
the fight of God or man, to ſubmit to the cxecut'- 
on of à plan, which we have reaſon to believe, 
was commenced by neighbouring Stakes without 
policy; and muft be profecuted by means, income 
patible, with the fundamental principles of liberty, 
‘Which appears, not only big with injuſtiee and 
impiety ; but carries immediate ruin to ourfelves 
and poſterity, as foon as they. become human be- 
ings. We have examined it minutely, we have 
viewed. it in every point of light, in which we 
weré able to place it; and with pain and grief, 
we fincerely declare we cannot clofe with the terms 
of thofe reſolutions, for thefe reafons, ` 


K 
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1. Becaufe, all the liberties and privileges 

the State of Vermont, by faid.refolutions, are to be 
ſuſpended, upon the arbitrament and final deter- 
mination of Congreſs; when in our opinion, they 
are things, too facred ever to be arbitrated upon: 
And that we cannot Rand acquitted to our own 
confcience, to the world, or poilerity, to give 
them wp, by reafon of the adjudication of any man 
or 
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: 
or body. of men, but muſt hold ourſelves under 
the moſt facred abligations to pofterity, ta defend. 
them at every Hifk, rx 3 
2. Because, tlie Congreſs of the United States 
has no right to intermeddle with the internal po- 
lice, and fupport af civil government in this State; 
for us, not for Congrefs; has goyeinment béén in- 
ſtituteck here, and we cannot conceiue that: any 
other legiflature, has a right to prefcribe modes to 
determine out fate, dr‘abolifti our own internat in- 
ſtitutions. We moft chearfully at the fame time, 
will accede to any propofitions made by Congreſs, 
for the equitable ſettlement of all diſputes relative: ; 
to property, when admitted to union with the other 
States. ey ` 
3. Because, we conceive this State to exiſt in- 
dépendant. of any of the thirteen United States, 
and not accountable to them, or their repreſenta- 
tives, for liberty, the gift of the ben<ficent Crea- ` 
tor; having exifted as an intire corporation, or bo- 
dy politic, before the union or confederation of 
the other States. The firſt aſſociation, and oldeſt 
body politic on the continent, upon the late revo- 
lution eſtabliſnnient; and therefore cannot belon 
to the confederacy. a: 
4. Because, the State of Vermont is not repre- 
fented in Congrefs, we cannot ſubmit to reſolutions 
paſſed without our confent, or even knowledge, 
which put every thing near and dear at ſtake. 
We efteem it an effential unalterable principle of 
liberty, the.fource and ftcurity of all conſtitutional 
rights, that no ſtate or people can be bound by 
the acts of any lepiſlarure without being e 
To n i ented, © 
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ſented. : Te is with che deepeſt concern: that 1g 
< Rave feen the ſacred fecurity of repreſentation 
s that great. bulwark-of liberty, ſilently poa 
s over,” and a&i, rendering the liberty, and livés - 
of the inhabitants of Vermont precarious, paſſed 
unanimouſly. We have carefully weighed the - 
matter, and can {ee no material difference, in he- 
ing dragged to Philadelphia or Great-Britain; and ` 
there, untried and unheard, obliged to deliver, 
ourfelves up as victims to court pleafure. Let 
the prejudiced amufe the world, and confound the 
aean with their jargon; freedom and depen- 
lence on a power, over which we have no influ- 
ence nor controul, is flavery, or we ate’ yet igno- 
rant of the word. = e 

3. Brcausz, there appears a manifeſt ineqiia- 
lity, not to fay predetermination by {aid reſoluti- 
ons in that Congreſs thould requeft of their awn 
conttituents, power to judge and determine in the - 
cauſe, aad never alk the conlent of thouſands 
whofe 1 Rake, which ‘evidently purpotts 
one of theſe two things; either that the reft ef the . 
world, are fot intitled to equal privileges with their 
conftituente, and that Congreſs have a right 0 
make laws to bind them in all cafes whatfoever, with- 
out their confent or even knowledge: Or, that 
Congrefs already have pre-determined us to be- 
long to the thirteen Uhiced States, and of courie 
have a deligated right to judge in the caule, either 
of which, as freemen, it is our indifpenfible duty 
by all lawful means to oppofe. „ 

6. Because, faid refolutions, are either igp- ; 
fiftent in themſelves, or incompatible with a B- 

3 Pa | ties 
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herties of free States; in that Congreſs implicitly’ 
acknowledge, that as Congreſs, they. have no right: 
to take up the matter by requeſting of New. Hamp- 
ſhirt, Maffackufetts:Bay, and New-York ſpecial laws 
to authorize them to judge in the cauſe; and then 
g0. on to pledge the faith of Congrefs, to. execute 
and: ſupport their deviſions, and determinations, 
in the premiſes, if daly one State, to wit, New-York 
fhauld pafs the law, which amounts to this; that 
New-York can give Congreſs power to pledge the 
faith of the United States; and even of thofe 
States who refuſe to ſubmit the caufe to Congreſs. 
Task are our ſentiments upon this important 
ſubject, and leaſt they fhould Se miſconſtrued, or 
mifunderftood, we again declare to yov, firs, and 
to the world, that we are not contending for lucre 
or filthy gain, we are willing to agree with any 
equitable propofals, made for the fettlement of all 
differences relative to the fee of lands in difpute ; 
aml are hot anxious of being judges in our own 
caule, · Me further moft folemnly affure you, that 
weate, and ever have been willing, to bear our 
proportion of the burden, and expenſe of. the pre- 
ient war with Great. Britain, from it’s firt com- 
mencement; when ever admitted to union with the 
other States: Eſteeming it juft, that thofe who 
equally participate of the bleſſing of liberty, fhould 
bare equalty the burdens of the war in obtaining 
it. At the ſame time, we cannot be fo loft to all 
fenfe, and honor, or do that violence to our feel- 
ings, as freemen, and as Americans, that after four 
years war with Great-Britain, in which we have 
expended fo much blood and treafure, we ſhould 
E now 
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now give up, every thing worth fighting for, tie 
right of making our ownlaws and choofug our own form of 


government, to the arbitrament, and determination 
of any man or body of men under heaven, 


e Who noble ends, by noble means obtains; 
& Or failing ſmiles, in excile, or in chains. 
That man is great indeed,” 

l Pors. 
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VERMONTSAPPEAL | 


To the Inhabitants of the Unirep STATES of 
AMERICA, 


Counrayuen, FELLOW Carizens, & BRETHREN, 


DER the ſtrongeſt ties of friendſhip, as 
men who have equally ſuffered together, from 
the iron rod of tyranny, in the late cruel meaſures 
of Great. Britain; and have gone hand in hand, 
and ſtood hy each other, in times when threatened 
with ruin, tyranny, and death.; we beg your mof 
ſerious attention by our addreſs to this very impor- 
tant fubje&. And whilft like the Dove in the fa- 
ble, you bend the branch, to fave the poor Bee 
ſtruggling for life; remember it may be in our 
power, to Ring the fowler ſoſeverely, when drawing 
the net to inſnare the Dove; as may hereafter pro- 
gure your liberation. We can never believe that 
the preſent inhabitants of the United States, 
are fo loft to all feelings of humanity, benevolence, 
and religion, that while they extend their right 

ands to Heaven, and weary unbounded grace, in 
praying to be delivered from Britis tyranny and op- 
preſſion; they fhould with their left hands, be forming 
ſhackles of flavery for their American brethren. It 
ives us pain and grief, to mention the intrigues, 
and artifices, uſed by wicked and deſigning men, 
to deſtroy the ineftimable liberties, and priviledges 
of the State of Vermont ; and that too by thofe un- 
ö nne e ` grateful 
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grateful ones, who have been preferved from Indi- 
an cruelty, by our brave and ſtrenuous exertions 
during this preſent waar. 
Wx need not. inform you, that all thoſe defpotic 
claims of juriſdiction, over this State, made by any 
powers of the neighbouring States, originate froin 
the ſanie feeds of corruption and tyranny, that raif- 
ed the war between Britain and America, to wit the 
power of taking from . us cur. property without 
our conſent; or in other words, to reduce us to a 
ſtate of abject tenantcy, binding us down as ten- 
ants, and then domineering over us as Lords. 

WE need not warn you of the dangers that threa- 
ten you in our.deftruétion, thofe who have once 
feaſted on the ſpoils of their countrymen, and taſt- 
ed the {weet of living upon the labof and ſweat of 
tenants, like the voracious wolf, will never leave 
till they have devoured the whole flock of American 
yeomanry.» We have feen the liberties of Poland, 
and Sweeden, ſwept away in the courfe of one year; 
by treachery and ufurpation ; the free towns in 
Germany, like: dying {parks are quenched one after 
another in the deftructive greatneis of their neiph- 
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` Wr beg leave to recall your attention, to the 
prefent mofi critical ſituation of the iuhabitants of 
the State of Vermont; many of us weré fuldiers in 
the provincial army during the laſt war, between 
France and Great Britain, and tufered inconceivable 
hardſhips, in ſucceſũ ve campaigns, in itriving to 
fupport the honor af the Bris) nation, ard ta 
conquer and defend this territory of lard fron In- 
dians, Canadians, aad French, at which time was 
N ö ; We 
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‘we difcovered the excellency of the country, and. 
determined, if ever circumſtances would permit to 
jettle the fame. 

Arx the clofe of the war, Canada being ceded to 
the Britifh crown, and a general peace prevailing 
in North. America, gave us an opportunity to be- 
gin fettlements on the Green Mountains, then 2 
wilderneſs, filled with favages, ſcorpions and beaſts 
of prey; and notwithſtanding all our fatigue in 
aſſiſting to conquer ſaid territory, that we might 
hot give offence, we applied to the governor of 
New-Hamp/fbire, at that time an agent or factor, to 
. fell extra- Provincial or crown lands in America, for 
the king of Great. Britain; and purchaſed all the 
territory of Vermont at a very high price, except- 
ing a ſmall traët in the northern part of this ftate, 
and continued making ſettlements in the wilder- 
neſs, by an invincible fortitude, ſurmounted every 
obſtacle. In this tuation, in themidſt of a howl- 
ing wilderneſs, we had very little to do with any 
other colony, or province, never ſending abroad 
to obtain legiſlation, but kept a very good regula- 
tion among ourfelves ; acknowledging New- Remp- 
Jire to be our parent State, becaufe we had pur- 
chafed our land there, and expected to have it 
warraated and defended by them, but never afic- 
ciated with them as a people in a ſtate of fociety ; 
for we never had a fingle voice in their houfe of 
repreſentatives, and confequently were not con- 
tained within the jurifdigtion of their laws. In 
this ficuation the king of Great Britain, ftarting the 
idea of raiſing a revenue from the American colo- 
nies, and conlidering the Now-Hicland! colunies as 

too 
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tee. popular to begin with, and entertain any prof- 
T of fuccels, he therefore adds all the territory 
of land north of Maſſachaſetts line, and welt of 
Cennełticut river, (which we had before purcha@d) 
by an arbitrary command, to the juriſdiction of 
Neu Furt; thinking as part of that province was 
held by tenure, he could carry an his plans with 
greater talg, by adding greater power to the fer. 
vants of the eto n, decreaſing the number of free- 
men, and confequently increaſing the number of 
Raves :: We think the greateſt scafon will juſtify 
this affertion, for no focner had the governor of 
New-York obtained juriſdiction, but he patented 
aut all the territory we were in poſſeſſion of, to a 
fem af his nobility and lords, who were favorites 
of admjniftration, and crdered us to pay the annu» 
al rents uſual for fervile tenants, or quit our 
poſſeſſiuns immediately; and thar . we ſhould 
“« not tarry to reap the crops then growing,” 
We replied in the moft humble, but pofitive terms, 
„ That we had purchafed our lands of the crown 
be at a dear rate, and hed fuffered infinite hard» 
e -dhips: in gaining ſettlements, and now to give 
* them up, or acknowledge ourfelves tenants to 
4 any lord was what we would not at the rifk of 
dur lives.” And from thence ſprung the long dif- 
pute; ve, on our part, refuſing to ſuhmit to their 
government, and they: ſtriving to difpoffels us of 
our lands aud tenements; in the courſe of which 
time, we frequently petitioned Nsw. ZampRire moit 
earnefly, that they would take us under their 
ection, and prevent our being devoured by 
thofe whofouht our ruin; and ha! as often the 
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misfortune to find them deaf tb all gur intrekties, 
and at lat had the bitter mortification. to fee à pros 
elamation, iffued by the Governor and Cauncil 
of New-Hamphire, wherein they relinquiſhed alt 
right to the juriſdiction of faid territory; put us 
out from under their protection, and directed us 
to govern ourfelves accordingly. Wethen found 
ourfelves reduced, to the melancholy neceffity of 
quitting all, and from a ſtate of affluence to com- 
mence beggars; to fubmit as fervile tenants to 
havighty lords ; or as freemen, to face death and 
danger and fupport our rights; we determined 
upon the latter, and choofe rather to die with ho- 
nor than live with fhame. In this condition, de- 
tachments of their militia were frequently feat to 
diſpoſſeſs us, whom we oppofed even to blood. 
It ought to be obſerved, that as foon as Newe 
Hampjhire refuſed us any relief, and relinquifhed 
their claim, we ſent immediately agents after a- 
gents toGreat- Britain, with petitions. in their hands, 
to lay at the foot of the throne, praying for relief, 
who at firft were received very cooly, but after the 
lan of the ſtamp · act failed in America, the crown 
ftened to our ‘cries, and gave a decree, in part fuf- 
pending that jurifdiGional power in New-York, 
until bis Majefty’s further will and pleafure foould be 
known; afterwards’ we obtained one or two pes 
ports of the Board of Trade in our favour, bug 
remained very much in that ficuation, until the 
eve of the prefent war, when we underftood that 
king George, to anfwer fome other tyrannic views, 
bad given Governor Skeen a commiſſion to pre- 
fide as governor over moft of this territory, who 
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‘came once to vifit us, but finding the inhabitants 
no better diſpoſed toward him, than toward New- 
York, toon made his exit and left us to govern 
ourfelves, | ä r 
“© We ſhall decline the ungrateful tafi, of de- 
ſcribing the irkſome variety of artifices, the acts 
of oppreffion, the fruitlefs terrors; and unavailing 
feverities,” that for the courſe of twelve years 
were dealt out by the legiflature of New-York, in 
their endeavours to execute their unreafonable and 
cruel meafures, And not to wound humanity, 
leave untold thofe black acts of outlawry and, 
death, paffed apainft Englifhmen, and freemen, and 
that too by a legiflature, wherein they could have 
no reprefentation, placing them as common marks: 
for the arrow, wherein they not only proffered ab-, 
folution to any perfon that fhould kill them, but 
even offered rewards, to thofe who would imbrue 
their hands in their blood, for no other crime but 
defending their juit rights and privileges. Dri- 
ven as we were by fatal neceflity, while we re- 
mained in that condition, to fubmit either to ruin, 
` flavery and ceath ; or declare ourfelves a free and 
independant State; we determined upon the lat- 
ter, being affured, that our ſtruggle would he glo- 
rious, fince in death we could obtain that freedom, 
which in life we were forbid to enjoy, =. 
We have now exited as a free independant 
State almoft four years, have fought, Britains, 
Canadians, Heffians, Waldeckers, Dutchmen, In- 
dians, Tories and all, and have waded in blood to 
maintain and ſupport our independence. We beg 
leave to appeal to your own memorics, with what 
: refolution 
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refoluifon we lrave fought by your fides, and what 
wounds we have received fighting in the grand 
American cauſe; and let your own recollection, tell 
what Ferment has done and fuffered in the cauſe of 
civil liberty, and the sights of mankind, and muft- 
wé now tamely give up all worth fighting for? 
No, firs; while we Wear the names of Americans, we 
‘never will ſurrender thofe glorious privileges for 
which fo many have fought blead and died, we 
appeal to your own fealings as men of like ſuffer- 
ings. whether you would ſubmit your freedom 
and independence, to the arbitrament of any coure 
or referees under heaven? if you would after waft- 
ing o much blood and treaſure, you dre unwor- 
thy the name of Americans; if you would not, con- 
demn gbt others in what you allow yourfelves. 
To you wé appeal as the dernier reſort under God; 
‘your approbation, or difapprobation mut deter- 
mine the fate of thoufands, It is not the intri- 
guc ing courtier, the clequent lawyer, or the learn- 
ed judge that we fear ; we tremble leaſt pofterity 
mould read, that the arms of the glorious Ameri- 
tans, after Working wonders in the caufe of libet- 
ty, were tarnifhed and diſgraced, and vilely ufedas 
inftruments to deprive their brethren, of their in- 
eſtimable rights and privileges. l 
Our enemies gives us approbrious names, tixy 
call us infurgents and rebels, we have ftated the 
matter clearly before you in the courfe of this 
pamphiet; you fee wherein our rebellion conſiſts, 
and if that can be called rebellion; fhew us 
a period in the hiftory ef the preſent war, in which 
you have not been equally rebellious; we con- 
jure you by that friendthiy which has fo long 
7 G fubfifted 
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fubfifted: between us, by the blood and ſufferings 
we have exhibited in your cauſe, by your own ho- 
nor, and liberties which are at ſtake; to riſe and 
crufh that ſpirit of oppreſſion, now exerciſed in 
fecking our deſtruction, be aſſured that if you fuf- 
fer us tamely to be devoured by thoſe greedy pow- 
ers who; have laid plans for our ruin, that ſpirit 
will not ſleep long, before you muſt fare the ſame 
fate; for we conceive the liberties of the whole, 
to be apſolutely connected with every part of an 
empire, founded on the common rights of man- 
kind. We have coveted no man's eſtate, we 
have at all times been ready to ſubmit all differ- 
ences relative to the fee of lands in difpute to im- 
partial judges, and now folemnily declare. co · all the 
world chat we are contending only for liberty the 
gift of the Creator to all bis fubjects, the right of 
making our own laws, and chocſing our own form 
of government, and will God be pleafed to difpofe 
the hearts of our countrymen to fave the inhabi- 
. tants of the State of Vermont from tyranny and op- 
preſſion, to grant them their liberties in peace, and 
to fee the things which belong to their political 
falvation, before they are hidden from their eyes. 
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To the Commonalty of New- Hampſbire, Mafa: 


chufetts-Bay, and Net- Turk. 
W E conclude this addrefs to you, in fhort, to 
l remind you that your liberties are challenged 
as well as ours; you are now engaged in a bloody 
war in defence of the fame remember, the mea- 


fure you meet out to others, heaven will meaſure 


back to you again. Can you ftand before the 
throne of God and feek to be protected and defend- 
ed in your caufe, while you are ftriving to over- 
throw and deftroy the liberties of the State of Ver- 


mont, which ftands on as large a ſcale of reafon for 


independence as any other State o Continent. 
Acarn we requeſt you ferioufly to confider, whe- 
ther the object is worth the purſuit before you rufh 
head-long like the horfe into the battle. Force is 
feldom imployed with fuccefs to change the opini- 
ons, or convince the minds of freemen. But admit- 
ing that you fhould conquer us and affix us to any 
of your governments. Will that enrich you? Cer- 
tainly not: Will it make us better neighbours ? 
it cannot: Will our deſtruction ſecure your liber- 
ties? By no means, What then will you obtain 
finally, for all your trouble and expenſe, not to 
fay. bloodfhed. Nothing but a conquered depo- 
pulated territory, where every fingle inhabitant, 
will be {> imbittered againſt you, that you will be 
neceſſitated to keep a ſtanding army perpetually, to 
keep them in ſubjection, and fupport government. 
And that very army in time, being accuftomed to 
trample upon the liberties of mankind, will, with 
the aſſiſtanceof the diſaffected, like the worm at the 
root of onab's gourd; eat up and devour the whole 
of your liberties, and thus the righteous Judge of 
the univerfe will give that people that deprive Ver- 
mont of her rights, ſlavery to drink for they wi'l 


be worthy, 
Tare E N B. 


